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Have you ever traveled to a foreign country? You really should try to travel abroad. It is a
really good experience. You'll have a chance to experience a different culture. I came to Japan in
August last year to study Japanese and I noticed some differences in culture between Japan and my
country the United States. Today I would like to talk about one of those differences.

One day, when I was coming back from school, it started raining. I walked home in the rain
without an umbrella. For me ) it wasn’t a problem. The rain wasn’t so bad. But soon after I
came home, my host mother saw me and noticed I was wet. She said to me, “Joshua, did you forget
your umbrella?” I said to her, “No. I never use it.” She looked surprised and said, “You don’t use
your umbrella? Look! You're wet. You will catch a cold! Please use your umbrella when it
rains!” When she said that, I realized that [ @ ] . In Japan many people carry their own
umbrellas. However, in the United States, things are different. People often walk in the rain
without umbrellas.

After that experience, I had a question, [ @ ]. I went to the library to find an answer to the
question. Interestingly I found that Japanese people buy more umbrellas than any other people in
the world. I also found some interesting things about the history of umbrellas in Japan.
Umbrellas have been an important part of Japanese culture. During the Edo period, people used
them for traditional dances and tea ceremonies. In some ukiyo-e prints, you can see people using
umbrellas in the rain. Traditional Japanese umbrellas are called “wagasa,” and they look so
@ [ have/different/ones/we/from/the ] now. Iwas very surprised when I found that they are
made from paper.

[7] Some people think that Japanese people often have umbrellas because of the weather.

(4] Itis more humid in Japan than in my hometown, so clothes don’t dry quickly if you get wet.

(2] Icame to school in the rain without an umbrella. I had to attend class in those clothes all

morning because they didn’t dry quickly. [T] It was very uncomfortable.  So, when I think about

that, I can understand why Japanese people have an umbrella with them even when there’s a light
rain.

When you are in a foreign country, you always have many questions. You may have questions
like “Why do people do that?” and “What is the meaning of their actions?” Sometimes you may feel

confused and surprised when you see something different from your culture. However, I see it as a
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chance to learn something new and to look at the world in a different way. I believe that differences
between countries can make our life very colorful and interesting like the beautiful umbrellas in
Japan.
() chance : H£ notice : SAF<  host mother : A FYH— wet : iEh e

catch a cold : EIEZ 5[ < realize : /M5 interestingly : BEERZFEWZ &1

the Edo period : JLF X tea ceremonies : tea ceremony (Z%i8) DEEE

ukiyo-e prints : FH#E wagasa : Fl1#& humid : JBRKDZ  dry : #2<

uncomfortable : A7 confused : EEL.U 72
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I left my umbrella at home
carrying an umbrella is useful

the culture is different in Japan
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it was raining for a long time
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“Why do American people walk in the rain with umbrellas?”
“Why do American people get wet in the rain?”

“Why did Japanese people start making umbrellas?”
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“Why do Japanese people usually carry umbrellas?”
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Actually I have experienced that before.
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7 Learning about the history is important when you want to know about different culture.
In a foreign country you can have experiences to give you different ways to see the world.

Umbrellas are not popular in the United States because it doesn’t rain so much.
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You must ask questions to the people around you when you are in a foreign country.
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Mika : Thank you for telling us an interesting story, Joshua. I really enjoyed your speech. I

never realized that Japanese people often have umbrellas!
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Joshua :

Mika

Yes. Actually there are a lot of differences between my high school in ®San Francisco

and your school.

:Really? I'm going to America next month, so I'm curious about that.

Oh really? Well, students in America usually move from classroom to classroom, but here
you always study in your own classroom. We also don’t have school uniforms and we don’t
usually bring our lunch to school. ~ We usually buy lunch at a cafeteria. But over here

you bring your bento to school.

: How do you feel about that? Do you enjoy eating bento, or do you miss eating lunch in

America?
I like American food, but I'm always amazed by the bento my host mother makes for me.
She puts many kinds of food in it and it looks very colorful. I like her bento very much. 1

enjoy lunch time the best.

: I'm glad you like Japanese bento. Well, I have a question for you. Do many students in

America go to university after finishing high school?
Yes, but some start working. Others may work part-time and go to school. Also, in
America when they become eighteen years old, some people move out and start to live

independently.

: Do you mean they live by themselves?

That’s right. And ®you can also vote when you become eighteen.

1 Oh, it’s the same in Japan. I really can’t wait to go to America!

Is this your first time to visit a foreign country?

: Yes, I've never been abroad.

Well, I really hope you have a good experience.

! Thank you.

(3*) San Francisco: > 75> ¥ A3 curious : ~&%14) =\ cafeteria : BE
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Why does Joshua enjoy lunch time at the Japanese high school?
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Joshua’s speech helped Mika notice that Japanese people often carry umbrellas.
In America students always stay in their own classrooms at school.
Joshua likes American lunch better because he can choose the food he likes.

Mika told Joshua that Japanese students also live by themselves after finishing high school.
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Hello, everyone. Today, I would like to talk about one of the events at my school in Japan.

Thank you for listening.




