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One month ago, I ( @ ) my town in New Zealand and came to Shiga. Since
then, my host family has taken me to many places and I really enjoy living in Japan.
Now, there are so many things I love about Shiga. Both Shiga and my town have a
beautiful night sky and a beautiful lake. Today, I want to talk about @them.

I like watching stars and constellations, so I was very happy to come to Japan
and actually see constellations like Aquila and Cygnus. In Shiga, I stay in the




countryside, so the air is clean and it is very dark at night. That is why you can see
stars clearly.

The constellations we can see in New Zealand are quite different ( @ ) New
Zealand is in @the Southern Hemisphere. Nine of the 88 constellations, such as
Chameleon and Volans, are found only in the Southern Hemisphere. [ & 1.

Do you know the words “light pollution”? If the lights in the town are too bright
and people cannot see the stars clearly, it is called “light pollution.” In my town,
there is a lake called Lake Tekapo. ®It is not ( ) ) ) Lake Biwa, but
the night sky is so beautiful there that the area around the lake was selected as an
“International Dark Sky Reserve.” That means the place has one of the most
beautiful night skies in the world, and you can enjoy watching a lot of bright stars at
night. In the area, people close all the curtains of their houses in the evening and the
lights cannot be seen from the outside. Lights in the town make only the roads bright
so that the sky can stay dark. In this way, local people are making efforts to stop
producing “light pollution” and to protect the environment of our town.

I learned that people in Shiga are also making efforts to protect the environment
of Lake Biwa. For example, July 1st is called “Lake Biwa Day” and many volunteers
clean the lake. I actually saw many people picking up garbage around the lake.
Besides, my host family told me that Shiga has @ local laws for Lake Biwa. They
[ the water / made / keep / were / to ] of Lake Biwa clean.

I have realized that people’s efforts to protect their local environment are
important. I learned a lot during my homestay in Shiga. And I want to learn more
to protect the beautiful stars and lakes in New Zealand, too. I hope you will come to

New Zealand someday.
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