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In Shiga, we call Lake Biwa “Mother Lake.” It is because it gives us a lot of
things. Lake Biwa has played important roles since the past.

Up until the Meiji era, the lake was used for water transportation. At that
time, there was no land transportation to carry a large quantity of goods, such as
trains or trucks. So, it was one of the routes to transport goods from many places to
Kyoto or Osaka. For example, many products were carried from the Sea of Japan
through Lake Biwa. Lake transportation was common and important then.

Since the past, Lake Biwa has given us water which we need for our lives. We
get water for drinking from the lake. People not only in Shiga but also in Kyoto and
Osaka use the water. We also need a lot of water for agriculture and other
industries, and the lake provides it. Our lives will be D _( ) without the
water of Lake Biwa.

Today, Lake Biwa is a popular spot for tourists. In summer, many people visit
beaches to @ _{ ] . Windsurfing and traveling by canoe are some of the
exciting activities, too, and we can see a lot of people attracted to them. On the
lake, there are a lot of boats for enjoying scenery or fishing. Many people spend a
happy time there.

In addition, Lake Biwa is a kind of school. The Uminoko is a large boat and it
has a program to learn about Lake Biwa. All the elementary school students in
Shiga take part in the Uminoko Program. It is a unique program only Shiga has
and we can enjoy it thanks to the lake.

“Mother Lake” gives us a lot of things and teaches us a variety of things. T'd
like to know more about our lake and find what I can do for it.
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Kaoru : DIm interested in the Uminoko. I have never heard about it until now.

Mizuki : Really? The Uminoko has traveled around Lake Biwa for more than 40
years, and over 600,000 students have learned on the boat.

Kaoru @ More than 40 years? The Uminoko has worked for a long time.

Mizuki: Actually, my father has experienced the Uminoko Program. He
sometimes tells me about his experience.

Kaoru : That's nice. Well, what do you do on the boat?
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Mizuki : We spend one day or two days on it. We learn about the environment
and the culture around the lake. We also watch fish and tiny living
things in the water, or collect water to @ _[ is/clean /how /it / check

Kaoru : That'’s interesting!

Mizuki : The scenery of the islands in the lake is beautiful. I felt the natural
beauty of Lake Biwa on the boat.

Kaoru : Sounds great.

Mizuki : We take a trip with students of other schools and spend time together.
We enjoy games, and make friends with @ them. That is also fun.

Kaoru : You can have good memories for a long time after the cruise. I moved
into Shiga after elementary school, so I couldn’t experience the Uminoko
Program. If I were in elementary school now, I would enjoy it.

Mizuki :  You're right. By the way, the new Uminoko was built in 2018. Ihear it
has ® important facilities to prepare for disasters.

Kaoru : Really? Tell me more. :

Mizuki : One of them is a huge room inside.

Kaoru : What is it used for?

Mizuki : It is used for storing emergency supplies to transport from one place to
another when trains and trucks cannot be used because of a disaster.
The boat can carry the supplies to the people who need them. Moreover,
it can be used as a shelter, and up to 370 people can evacuate to it.

Kaoru : Wow! It’s helpful.

Mizuki : Another facility is a system designed for making the lake water clean.
It can clean 2,000 liters of water in one hour. When there is not enough
water for drinking, this facility will help us a lot.

Kaoru : That's right. These days, more and more natural disasters are
happening around the world. In various parts of Japan, too, we have
heavy rains and severe storms. These may ®_( ) infrastructure
such as transportation, electricity, or water systems.

Mizuki : That’s the point! Lake transportation is an effective way for carrying
things when a disaster happens. Fortunately, we have the lake. Even
if it is difficult for us to use land transportation in an emergency, our
great lake will provide us with a system of lake transportation.

Kaoru : 1T see. Even under terrible conditions, Lake Biwa will make our lives
possible. In other words, @ [ ] . NowlI rea]ly understand the
reason for the name of “Mother Lake.”
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Lake Biwa supports us and protects us

the Uminoko gives us water for our daily lives
the lake helps us a lot to stop disasters

we don’t know when a disaster happens
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7 . Lake transportation was common because it was more convenient than trains
and trucks.
1 People living in Kyoto and Osaka have stopped depending on Lake Biwa for
their lives.
7 Kaoru and Mizuki spent time together on the Uminoko and shared good
memories.
I The Uminoko can be used to carry emergency supplies instead of land
transportation.
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Are you prepared for a disaster? It is important to prepare for it. What
should we do? Please tell me your opinion.
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